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Concern, professional skills, and training of Special Educational Needs Coordinator in the UK
SANAGI Tomomi (Chiba University)

Special educational needs (SEN) coordinators are key persons in providing adequate services for
children with SEN in mainstream primary and secondary schools. They take the roles prescribed in the
Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (revised 2001), namely, making individual education plan (IEP),
overseeing the records of all children with SEN, liaising with parents and external agencies, managing
in-service training for their colleagues, etc. It is recognized that SEN coordinators are burdened by playing
these numerous roles and the lack of professional training courses for them. In this paper, the author surveyed
SEN coordinators using a questionnaire and analyzed the results, focusing on their attitude toward the
revised Code of Practice, their colleagues (classroom and subject teachers), and their training courses and
experience.

Key words: Special education in the UK, Special Educational Needs Coordinators, Special Educational
Needs Code of Practice
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