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< Abstract>

The present concept of ‘Special Educational Needs’ was introduced by the Warnock Committee in an attempt to move
away from descriptions of children based on a notion of disability, and a categorization of their needs based on a deficit
model. The official definition of special educational needs was given in the Education Act 1981.

However, the reason why the concept of special educational needs was introduced into British education system is not
well known. ' .

It remains an unsettled question what was the focus on British Parliamentary debates on the concept of special educa-
tional needs in the Education Bill 1981.

The purpose of here is to explore this point, espesially to clarify any kind of solution in problem was intended through
analysis of the focuses of debates on amendments to the Section 1 (Meaning of “special educational needs” and “special
educational provision™).

The findings of the analysis is as follows:

In throughout debates regarding the definition of special educational needs, there were utterance about the range of
speicial educational provision will be made for without making what was the reason of supposing that many children had
special educational needs clear,

Key Words: Special Educational Needs Education Bill 1981
Parliamentary Debates Great Britain



