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Problems of British Education System regarding Special Needs Education
—Difficulties of Issuing Statements of Special Educational Needs for
Local Education Authorities before 1993 Education Act—

Tomomi SANAGI *
* Department of Special Education, Osaka Kyoiku University

According to the Warnock Report, there was estimated that ratio of pupils who need
special educational provision was over 20% among all pupils in Great Britain.
Although the 1981 Education Act introduced significant changes to the legislative
framework for special educational provision, it was greeted with a certain amount of
ambivalence by those who ware to be responsible for putting its provisions into effect.
For Local Education Authorities (LEAs), especially it was. Above all, the new proce-
dures of assessment and issuing "statements” about special educational needs would
prove to be problematic in implementation of the Act. Differences in the way that
LEAs conceptualize special educaitonal needs have affected their policy on assessment
and making statements, and certainly there seems to be wide variation in practice.

While school has grounds to believe that additional and special resources will be
needed to meet a pupil’s educational needs, it is difficult to confirm validity or reliance
of school’s assessment by LEA. And there have been disparity of making statements
and special educational provision from a LEA to others.

This article argued that reasons of such problematic situation were not only ascribe
to lesislative defect, but also to relational constitution between LEA and schools.

Key words: LEA Statement about Special Educational Needs the Education Act 1981
Report of Audit Commission & HMI the Education Act 1993



